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Math 8
In Pre-Algebra the students just finished a huge unit on Functions. They
started the idea of what a function is in the beginning of December with
learning what makes something something and function and how to identify
if something is a linear or a nonlinear function. They then went on to learn
about qualitative graphs and made their own graph by making a sketch of
their schedules walking from all of their classes from their lockers. They had
to count their steps and how long it took them and then transfer that
information on to graph paper. They then explored how to write functions
from real world situations, how to compare functions, discovered the
constant rate of change and the initial value. Eventually they saw how the
constant rate of change is the same idea as the slope of a line and the initial
value was y-intercept, and they graphed lines on the coordinate plane. They
compared graphs with tables and equations and learned the correct
vocabulary to describe these different types of linear functions.

Algebra 1
Students in Algebra 1 discussed multi step inequalities, absolute value
inequalities, and graphing a linear inequality on the coordinate plane. They
also learned how to graph absolute value functions and how to change them
around on the coordinate plane and compare them to the parent functions.
After they completed this, they then went into systems of linear equations.
They learned that a system of linear equations is used to find the point of
intersection between two lines that are graphed together. They learned the
three different types of solutions they can have-one solution, no solution
(which would be parallel lines), and infinitely many solutions (which would
be the same line). They learned algebraic ways of solving systems instead of
just graphing and applied these methods to solving word problems. They did
an activity involving pennies and paperclips to set up a system of equations



to determine the length of a paperclip and the diameter of a penny. Lastly,
they learned to graph two or more linear inequalities on the same coordinate
plane and use the shaded region to represent the possible solutions for these
inequalities.

Language Arts
Students have finished reading a non-fiction text, Chinese Cinderella, where
they utilized collaborative works, analysis of textual evidence, and two
summative assessments. Students were able to make origami butterflies
since the main character of the text uses the book “Paper Magic”. After
finishing the nonfiction text, students participated in a variety of activities
based on a fictional short story, titled “Flowers for Algernon” focused on
artificial intelligence and Intelligence Quotient. Students read outside
sources on the Nuremberg Code of Ethics and wrote an essay comparing the
code to the text. Different technological tools and platforms
were utilized such as: NewsELA, CommonLit, EdPuzzle, and
more.  Additionally, there were eight students who submitted
works to the Essex County Education Association Pride essay
writing contest. We are eagerly awaiting the results of the
contest!



Science

Students in Mrs. Halkias and Mrs. Silverthorne's classes are busy beginning
their study of physics. We just finished our study of speed and acceleration
where students measured their catwalk as well as built a roller coaster for a
marble. We are now studying forces such as gravity and friction and then
moving on to Newton's Laws. It is a busy time full of building fun!

Students in Mrs. Romero’s class just finished up their unit on energy. They
learned about the different types of energy and how these types are used in
our everyday lives. Students had to apply what they learned about energy to
break out of an escape room. Our fastest escapees were Maxwell L., Lucia
R., and Catherine H.

Students in Mr. Bishop's iSTEM and Science 8 classes are completing the
WAVES unit which ended the second marking period. They have investigated
how the human eye perceives color and human ears perceive sound. One



hands-on lab asked students to mix together red, blue, and green filtered
light to produce secondary colors and then to observe white light using
refraction glasses that separated the rays into the color spectrum. Another
lab had students participate in a double-blind hearing test to determine their
range of hearing. The iSTEM class also performed a multi-day, high-level lab
on observing and drawing ray diagrams as they pass through lenses and
prisms. The third marking period will have students begin the Matter unit of
the curriculum that will cover the States of Matter, Phase Changes, Density,
and Forces in Fluids.

Social Studies
The Eighth-grade students pushed themselves to understand the religions of
the world.  Through readings, videos, and guest lecturers, they learned
about the key facets of many world religions.  It was exciting to witness
students bringing in and explaining artifacts from different faiths.

World Language

Students in Sra. Reyes’ and Sra. Cirilo’s Conversation and Culture classes
have been learning the multitude of uses the verb “SER” has in the Spanish
language.  They are using the acronym DOCTOR to explore the different
uses of the verb “SER.”  They have thus far explored how to
describe themselves and others, talk about occupations,
characteristics, their origins, and are venturing into describing
ownership.  They have completed carousel activities to
review their material.  On a cultural note some classes
have experienced the game of dominoes, a popular
game enjoyed by many in the Spanish speaking world,
especially in the Caribbean Islands of Cuba, Dominican
Republic and Puerto Rico.

Students in Sra. Cirilo's Spanish 8 classes have covered the present tense of
regular -ar verbs and the verb "estar" (to be). At the same time, students
continue to grow their vocabulary repertoire with related vocabulary terms
such as prepositions and adverbs, cardinal roads, physical and health
conditions, and emotions. The Spanish 8 eighth graders also practice
responding to and forming general and specific questions with interrogative



words. They keep a "diario" or journal entries where they brainstorm,
organize and write using the material learned in class. Simultaneously,
students have identified aspects related to greetings and personal space and
practices related to academic programs in Spanish-speaking countries
through reading selections in the target language and viewing episodes of
the courses' Fotonovela.

Students in Sra. Aviles' class completed a unit that helped them
express their interest in hobbies and recreational activities.  They

also learned how to use irregular verbs such as “empezar'' and
“volver”, and created dialogues for “El día del amor” enabling
students to utilize and practice what they have learned in class.

Students in 8th grade Italian Intro to Italian have been working on a
culture/vocabulary unit focusing on the city of Firenze in the city of Toscana.
Students have been learning about various important monuments, the
language, foods, artisanal products, and traditions the city and region are
most known for.



At-Home Strategies
Each newsletter will spotlight a strategy you can use at home to support
your child's learning. This month's focus is on screen time presented by Dr.
Madhan Prabhakaran, courtesy of the Mayo Clinic Health System.

These 6 tips can help you trim your children's screen time when not in
school:

1. Be accountable.

Set expectations with your kids, and set goals to be intentional about reducing screen
time.

2. Be realistic.

If your kids are spending a lot of leisure time on screens, including watching TV, start by

setting smaller, more attainable goals. Instead of jumping right to the recommended one

to two hours or less per day, start by cutting their current screen time in half.

3. Be engaged.

After school or work, spend time each day talking face to face with kids and give them

your full attention.

4. Put hand-held devices away.

During screen-free hours, put devices away or at a charging station in a common area

so they're not attracting your kids' attention.

5. Create phone-free zones in the home.

Making family meal areas a phone-free zone is an easy way to start.

6. Go outside.



Putting down the phone and taking a walk or playing outdoors increases your

endorphins and provides that feeling of happiness in your brain, boosting your mood

and improving your physical health.


